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Native American Dwellings and
the Environment Lesson Plan
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Summary
Content Area ELA
Grade Level Grades3-5

Topic / Unit  Native American Dwellings and
of Study Proper Use of Natural Resources

Objective Students will be able to:
« Identify the construction techniques and materials
used by various Native American tribes
« Create a model dwelling using natural resources
« Explain the connection between the environment and
housing styles of Native Americans.

Duration 60 Minutes
Implementation
Materials « Playground Teepee

e Gathered natural resources
« Glue, tape, and/or string

Instruction

1. Assess prior knowledge by asking if students can name different Native American dwellings and what
natural resources were used to make them.

2. Show students examples of Native American dwellings (ex https://www.ya-native.com/
nativeamerica/NativeLiving.html) alongside a map of the tribes who used them. Discuss which tribes
were local to the area.

. Gather children around the playground teepee.

4. Ask students to verbalize their observations about the construction of the teepee and its
components. Discuss how a teepee was an appropriate dwelling for the tribes of the Great Plains and
why it would not have been appropriate in other regions.

5. Have students gather natural resources from the surrounding area, including sticks, leaves, vines,
etc. Discuss ways to use resources while being respectful to the land.

6. Return to the classroom or to the outdoor picnic tables if available. Challenge students to create
a Native American-style dwelling with their gathered items using as few additional resources as
possible. Provide tape, string, and glue as needed.

7. Exit ticket: write down three types of Native American dwellings and identify which dwelling(s) were
used by local tribes.
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Assessment

1. Students will be able to name three types of Native American dwellings, the tribes who used them
and their location.

2. Students will demonstrate the ability to gather and use natural resources while being respectful to
the land.

3. Students will be able to explain the relationship between Native American dwellings and the climate/
environment.
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